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Bransby Thomas

“What does this mean for the
West Midlands?” was a common
question in the immediate
aftermath of the referendum in
the North East region.

The short answer is “not a lot”,
despite the fanciful speculation
of some political commentators
about what the vote in the North
East would mean for the rest of
us. West Midlands Regional

Assembly will continue its proven

partnership model, linking the
work of national and local
government and a range of
regional partners on a range
of strategic issues.

One positive result of the
referendum in the North East is
that we can now focus on our
work without the distraction of
speculation about directly
elected assemblies. So it's very
much ‘business as usual’, and
| am delighted to welcome Val
Broom’s election as Assembly
vice-chair, and thank her
predecessor Jane Slowey for
her enormous contribution to
the Assembly.

Transport priorities

The Regional Transport Strategy is
an integral part of the West Midlands
Spatial Strategy. The five priorities
recently agreed by the Regional

Transport Partnership are to:

Promote a Change of Hearts and
Minds of the Region’s Population
Make the best use of the region’s

existing transport networks

We also welcome Mike Nattrass
as the region’s new MEP, and
express our thanks to John
Corrie and Simon Murphy, the
two MEPs who stood down at
the last European election.

This is an important time for the
region, with the far-reaching
impact of the West Midlands
Spatial Strategy beginning to be
understood. The region’s Energy
Strategy, reflecting the
engagement of many individuals
and organisations, for the first
time shows that we can, at the
regional level, do something to
address the pressing issues of
finite energy supplies and
environmental damage.

Finally, | recently attended the
launch of ‘At the heart of it all’
the campaign to promote our
region to a variety of audiences.
Led by Advantage West
Midlands, this initiative seeks
to change the outdated
perceptions of the West
Midlands often held by those
outside - and even inside this
region. The campaign is timely,
and has the Assembly’s full
support. This is a great region,
which has changed, and
continues to change the world.
We should be proud of it.

Bransby Thomas
Chair, West Midlands
Regional Assembly
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Provide a Comprehensive Public Transport System
that serves the region’s urban areas

Improve Access to Birmingham International Airport
and the National Exhibition Centre

Ensure that the West Midlands is a Reliable Hub to
serve regional, national and international connections
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In brief

Forestry Framework

October saw the launch of the Forsetry Framework for the
West Midlands, which focuses on the needs and priorities

of this region, demonstrating the significance of woodland

and forestry and benefits which can be provided for people
in the region.

More woodland and forest across the region will

provide opportunities for a revitalised forestry sector, and
opportunities for recreation and opportunities for recycling,
renewable energy and enhanced biodiversity. The
Framework aims to improve understanding of woodland
and forestry at the regional level, so that the sector can
make an effective contribution to other regional policies,
delivery plans and actions.

It is also intended to inspire and guide all those involved
in managing trees, woods and forests and lead to a
significant increase in activity of the sector across the
region over the next ten years.

The framework may be found on the Assembly website:
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/regional_strategies.htm

RIBA Awards

Four new buildings across the West Midlands have been
rewarded with RIBA Awards for their high architectural
standards and their contribution to their local environment.
They are:

Compton Verney mansion, Warwickshire

The Moat, Cathedral Junior School, Hereford
Phoenix Initiative, Coventry

Selfridges, Bullring, Birmingham




