
Backing the bid
why a London Olympics would be good 
for the West Midlands

Issue 7. Winter 2004 page 8

How the Assembly is structured
The following is the current list of Regional Assembly Members.*

Regional Policy Partnerships

Working Together
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organisations, and their content does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Assembly. Contributions have been reproduced in good faith, and the Assembly cannot be held 
responsible for errors or omissions in relation to them.

Visit our website www.wmra.gov.uk

*There were a further 10 Assembly Members to be 
appointed at the time of going to press.

LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS
Birmingham Sub-Region:

Mike Whitby (Birmingham)
Peter Douglas Osborn (Birmingham)
David Roy (Birmingham)
Les Lawrence (Birmingham)
Sir Albert Bore (Birmingham)
Steve Bedser (Birmingham)
Susan Burfoot (Birmingham) 
Kath Hartley (Birmingham)
Ian Ward (Birmingham) 
Paul Tilsley (Birmingham) 
Penny Wagg (Birmingham) 
Jon Hunt (Birmingham) 

Black Country Sub-Region:

Les Jones (Dudley)
Peter Bilson (Wolverhampton)
Steve Eling (Sandwell)
Tom Ansell (Walsall)
Pauline Hinton (Sandwell) 
Cyril Woodall (Dudley) 
Brian Douglas-Maul (Walsall) 
Sadie Smith (Sandwell) 

Worcester & Hereford 
Sub-Region:

Dennis Norton (Bromsgrove) 
Jon Rayner (Malvern Hills) 
Martin Jennings (Wychavon)
Jack Cookson (Redditch) 
Robert Rowden (Worcester City) 
Roger Phillips (Herefordshire)
Dr George Lord (Worcestershire)
Stephen Clee (Wyre Forest) 
Colin Beardwood (Worcestershire) 
Sebastian Bowen (Herefordshire) 

Shropshire & Telford 
Sub-Region:

Keith Austin (Telford & Wrekin) 
Heather Kidd (South Shropshire) 
Pauline Dee (North Shropshire) 
Arthur Walpole (Oswestry ) 
Jo Jones (Shrewsbury & Atcham) 
Malcolm Pate (Bridgnorth) 
Roger Walker (Shropshire) 
Martin Bennett (Oswestry)  

Staffordshire & Stoke 
Sub-Region:

Ron Locker (Staffordshire Moorlands)
Stan Highfield (Stafford) 
David S Smith (Lichfield) 
Terry Dix (Staffordshire)
Alex Fox (East Staffordshire) 
Ron Cook (Tamworth) 
Bill Brownhill (South Staffordshire) 
Reg Cooper (Cannock Chase) 
Michael Salih (Stoke) 
David Leech (Newcastle-under-Lyme)
Rex Roberts OBE (Staffordshire) 
John Wakefield (Staffordshire) 
Eddie Boden (Staffordshire) 

Warwickshire, Coventry 
& Solihull Sub-Region:

Philip Seccombe (Stratford-on-Avon)
Bransby Thomas (Warwickshire)
Craig Humphrey (Rugby)
Les Smith (North Warwickshire) 
William Sheppard (Nuneaton & Bedworth)
Ken Taylor (Coventry)
Maragaret Begg (Warwick)
Ted Richards (Solihull)
Les Kyles (Solihull)

BUSINESS SECTOR MEMBERS
with nominating body

Mike Cherry Federation of Small Businesses
Prof. Michael Clarke West Midlands Higher Education Association
John Hart West Midlands Business Council 
Arthur Hill National Farmers Union
Mike Hill West Midlands Chambers of Commerce
John James Institute of Directors
Geoff Minshull Chartered Institute of Building
Richard Moxon Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Chris Newis West Midlands Co-operative & Mutual Council 
Ben Reid Business in the Community 
Julie Roy Institute of Chartered Accountants 
Sarinder Singh Sahota Asian Business Forum 
Roger Stone Country Land and Business Association
Brian Summers Heart of England Tourism
Roger Trotman Engineering Employers Federation
Jane Yardley Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators

OTHER SECTOR MEMBERS
with nominating body

Jay Patel - EMBRACE
Alex Robertson - Disability West Midlands
Gerald Kells -  CPRE West Midlands
Steve Holliday - RSPB West Midlands
Rt Revd John Austin - Bishop of Aston
David Littlemore - Cannock Chase PCT
Pat Brandum - Federation of Housing Associations
Derek Waters - Town & Parish Councils
Mary Booth -  Town & Parish Councils
Gerard Coyne - West  Midlands TUC
Valerie Broom - West  Midlands TUC
Richard Quallington - Regional Action West Midlands
Lee Thompson - UK Youth Parliament
Brian Woods-Scawen - West Midlands Life 
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Transport - Danny Lamb (d.lamb@wmra.gov.uk)
Culture - Laura Moore (l.moore@westmidlandslife.org.uk)
Housing - Steve Forrest (s.forrest@wmra.gov.uk)
Planning - David Thew (d.thew@wmra.gov.uk)
Social Inclusion - Emma kiteley (e.kiteley@wmra.gov.uk)
Environment - Chris Blakeley (c.blakeley@wmra.gov.uk)
Rural - Kate Docherty (k.docherty@wmra.gov.uk)
Health - Simon Hodgson (s.hodgson@wmra.gov.uk)
Learning & Skills - Collin Williams (c.willimams@wmlga.gov.uk)
European & International - Claire Herbert (c.herbert@wmra.gov.uk)
Sustainable Development - Rose Poulter (r.poulter@wmra.gov.uk)
Strategic Review Group (economic development) - Dagmar Waller (d.waller@wmra.gov.uk)

Much of the region’s strategic work is
guided by regional policy partnerships
(RPPs), comprising a wide range of
interests from across the region. 
Some of these partnerships are led 
by the Assembly, in its regional 
co-ordinating role, some by other
partners. Several people have
requested contact details for these
partnerships, so current West Midlands
RPPs are listed below, together with 
an officer contact for each.

www.wmra.gov.uk



From the Chair

Transport priorities

The Regional Transport Strategy is 
an integral part of the West Midlands
Spatial Strategy. The five priorities
recently agreed by the Regional
Transport Partnership are to:

• Promote a Change of Hearts and
Minds of the Region’s Population

• Make the best use of the region’s
existing transport networks

• Provide a Comprehensive Public Transport System 
that serves the region’s urban areas

• Improve Access to Birmingham International Airport 
and the National Exhibition Centre

• Ensure that the West Midlands is a Reliable Hub to 
serve regional, national and international connections

Speak ing Out
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RIBA Awards

Four new buildings across the West Midlands have been
rewarded with RIBA Awards for their high architectural
standards and their contribution to their local environment.
They are: 

Compton Verney mansion, Warwickshire
The Moat, Cathedral Junior School, Hereford
Phoenix Initiative, Coventry
Selfridges, Bullring, Birmingham
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In briefIn brief

“What does this mean for the
West Midlands?” was a common
question in the immediate
aftermath of the referendum in
the North East region.

The short answer is “not a lot”,
despite the fanciful speculation
of some political commentators
about what the vote in the North
East would mean for the rest of
us. West Midlands Regional
Assembly will continue its proven
partnership model, linking the
work of national and local
government and a range of
regional partners on a range 
of strategic issues.

One positive result of the
referendum in the North East is
that we can now focus on our
work without the distraction of
speculation about directly
elected assemblies. So it’s very
much ‘business as usual’, and 
I am delighted to welcome Val
Broom’s election as Assembly
vice-chair, and thank her
predecessor Jane Slowey for 
her enormous contribution to 
the Assembly.

We also welcome Mike Nattrass
as the region’s new MEP, and
express our thanks to John
Corrie and Simon Murphy, the
two MEPs who stood down at
the last European election.

This is an important time for the
region, with the far-reaching
impact of the West Midlands
Spatial Strategy beginning to be
understood. The region’s Energy
Strategy, reflecting the
engagement of many individuals
and organisations, for the first
time shows that we can, at the
regional level, do something to
address the pressing issues of
finite energy supplies and
environmental damage.

Finally, I recently attended the
launch of ‘At the heart of it all’
the campaign to promote our
region to a variety of audiences.
Led by Advantage West
Midlands, this initiative seeks 
to change the outdated
perceptions of the West
Midlands often held by those
outside - and even inside this
region. The campaign is timely,
and has the Assembly’s full
support. This is a great region,
which has changed, and
continues to change the world.
We should be proud of it.

Bransby Thomas 

Bransby Thomas
Chair, West Midlands
Regional Assembly

Smoke gets in your eyes
An overwhelming 86% of those 

who took part in the recent West
Midlands ‘Big Smoke Debate’
would prefer enclosed public
places in the region to be
completely smoke-free to. And
the results also showed that more
than three-quarters (80%) of

respondents would back a law to
make all workplaces smoke-free.

In all 13,592 West Midlanders aired
their views in what has become 
one of the biggest consultation
exercises on a public health issue
ever seen in the UK.

The results of the Big Smoke
Debate demonstrate there is a

strong public desire for change,
particularly in venues within the
hospitality industry, with 78%
respondents wanting the region’s

restaurants to be completely
smoke-free. Nearly 60% of all
respondents want pubs and 
bars to be entirely free of smoke.

Goodbye to Jane.... 
Jane Slowey, Assembly vice-chair
from the other stakeholder sector 
has stepped down due to her
appointment as chief executive
of the Foyer Federation in
London. As well as her work with
the Assembly, Jane was chief
executive of BVSC, chair of
Birmingham Race Action
Partnership and a member of the
Learning and Skills Council. 

At the Assembly conference
Bransby Thomas thanked Jane
for her exemplary work as
Assembly vice-chair, 
and chair of the Strategic Review Group.

....and welcome Valerie
Valerie Broom, regional secretary of
public sector union UNISON, was
elected recently to succeed Jane
Slowey as Assembly vice-chair. 

An active trade unionist for more 
than 20 years, Valerie was until
recently chair of the Midlands
Region TUC. Previously Valerie 
has been a Metropolitan Borough
Councillor and active in rural
community affairs.

Putting our house in order
Complementing the West
Midlands Spatial Strategy, 
the revised Regional Housing
Strategy will be published in
May 2005. To inform the
Strategy the Assembly and
Regional Housing Board have
commissioned research on 
a range of issues including:

• Regional housing markets
• Minority housing issues
• Homelessness
• Housing in rural areas
• Asylum seekers & refugees
• Gypsies & travellers

Information on the Strategy and related 
consultation may be found at
www.wmra.gov.uk/regional_housing_partnership.htm

A Black Country teenager has
become the latest youth Member
of the Assembly.  Lee Thompson,
17, an ‘A’ level student at King
Edwards VI College, Stourbridge,
was nominated for the seat
reserved for young people,
following an election by members
of the West Midlands region of
the UK Youth Parliament.

Lee said 
ÒI wanted to get involved with the Regional Assembly as 
I was very interested in the work they do on the regional
economy and the environment. ItÕs good when you are
passionate about something that you are able to take part,
and get your voice heard.

ÒI also want to fight the myth that young people are 
not interested in politics. If you give young people a chance,
you will be surprised how much they know and understand. 
I want to go into politics after I graduate, so I hope my roles
as a Member of the Regional Assembly and the Youth
Parliament will give me an insight into a possible career 
later in life.Ó

Lee hopes to address the Assembly in the New Year.

New Youth Member 
for Regional AssemblyForestry Framework

October saw the launch of the Forsetry Framework for the
West Midlands, which focuses on the needs and priorities
of this region, demonstrating the significance of woodland
and forestry and benefits which can be provided for people 
in the region.

More woodland and forest across the region will 
provide opportunities for a revitalised forestry sector, and
opportunities for recreation and opportunities for recycling,
renewable energy and enhanced biodiversity. The
Framework aims to improve understanding of woodland
and forestry at the regional level, so that the sector can
make an effective contribution to other regional policies,
delivery plans and actions.

It is also intended to inspire and guide all those involved 
in managing trees, woods and forests and lead to a
significant increase in activity of the sector across the
region over the next ten years.

The framework may be found on the Assembly website:

http://www.wmra.gov.uk/regional_strategies.htm

www.wmra.gov.uk/public_health_issues.htm

TomorrowÔs Energy

The region’s first Energy Strategy is available online at
www.wmra.gov.uk/energy.htm , and will feature in 
the next edition of Speaking Out.

Front cover picture: Seb Coe with Bransby Thomas 
and Loretta Sollars, regional director, Sport England.


